
Setting up the Drop-Down List 
 

In creating the system to this point the class diagram looks something like this... 

 

 
 

We have a collection class containing functions for managing address.  We have a 

data storage class allowing us to represent single rows in the table.  We also have a 

data connection class allowing us to connect to the database. 

 

There is however a part of the system that remains uncompleted that is the drop down 

list of counties... 

 



 
 

In order to make this feature work we will need the following items in place. 

 

 A table to store the county data 

 A stored procedure selecting all of the records from this table 

 A collection class allowing us to manage the data in the table 

 A suitable class allowing us to model the data in the table 

 An array list to create a public collection of items 

 Suitable presentation layer code to populate the drop down list 
 

Creating the Table 

 

The table definition for the table tblCounty is as follows... 

 

 
 

You will also need to add some data to this table. 

 

Creating the Stored Procedure 

 

As with the address book we need a stored procedure allowing us access to the data.  

A simple select query with no parameters should do the trick... 

 



 
 

Updating the Class Diagram 

 

Now that we have the table and stored procedure in place we need to think about how 

the classes will work. 

 

As with the address book we will need a collection class and a class to store each 

item. 

 

 
 

 

We will keep things simple and set up the county collection with no methods and only 

the ability to generate an unfiltered array list of clsCounty. 

 

To create the class clsCounty we need to use the following code... 

 



 
 

To create the collection class we need to us the following code in 

clsCountyCollection... 

 



 

 

Constructors 

 

Notice in the above code that we are using a constructor for the class.   

 



 
 

A constructor is a special kind of function that always runs when we create an 

instance of the class.  We use the constructor to initialise the class. 

 

By giving the declaration of the object Counties class level scope i.e. creating it at the 

top of the class... 

 

 
It makes this object available to all functions in the class. 

 

By placing the initialisation in the constructor it removes the need to initialise the 

object ourselves as it is done automatically every time we create an instance of an 

object. 

 

Creating the presentation layer code 

 

In order to display the data from the array list in the drop down list we need to add 

another function to the code for AnAddress.aspx... 

 



 
We also need to modify the load event so that the above function is called whenever 

the page is loaded... 

 

 
The drop down list should now be populated with data. 

 



 
 

The last thing to do is make sure that when opening an existing record the drop down 

list points to the right record... 

 

 



And make sure that upon pressing save the selected value of the drop down list is 

written to the middle layer from the presentation layer... 

 

 

 



 

 


